
The Art of Quoting and Citations: Good Examples 

The following are examples of the proper use of secondary sources taken from actual student papers.  

Pay particular attention to the way each quote or citation is integrated into the author's argument by the 

sentences that follow it. [Note: these are only selections from paragraphs. They are not complete 

paragraphs] 

 

A.  [Needs T.S] Most people accept that sexual harassment exists, but few stop to think about how big a 

problem it really is.  A study by the American Association of University Women has revealed that 40% 

of all women will be forced to do “something sexual--more than kissing” at school before they graduate 

from high school (Cheney 356).  If nearly half of the women in America are experiencing this level of 

forced sexual contact before they turn 18, then this is a problem that must be addressed immediately. 

 

B. Magazine advertisements show the superficial beauty standards of society today.  Jackson Katz best 

describes the nature of ads when he states, “Advertising offers us a glimpse of our cultural 

subconscious: designed to sell products by selling us desirable visions of ourselves...” (428). This 

practice is exactly what ads in Seventeen do: portray a desirable vision of femininity to infer that the 

products being sold will make us beautiful and sexually attractive. 

 

C.  [Needs T.S] Spence, being a lawyer, is a proponent of the law and therefore supports much of what 

the government stands for.  He goes as far as to say, “man begs for shackles” (696).  His argument, like 

many others, is that the people require boundaries in order to exist in society.  However, people may 

strive to be in relationships that they feel will give them protection and fulfillment, but few will tell you 

that they need a government to control their behaviors and actions. 

 

D.  One type of commercial accused of using violence to sell products is the endorsement of an athlete 

or sports figure.  It is a concern expressed by Katz that the use of big, muscular men to promote products 

is not appropriate because it links the product in question to the acts of violence the athletes commit in 

their games (Katz 461).  Although I recognize that many athletes who endorse sports products play 

violent games, I would suggest that these athletes appearance in commercials tend to show a softer side 

of the big, tough, male athlete. 



Quoting and Citations: the Wrong Way 

The following are quotes taken directly from student papers.  Each of them has at least one major error 

in the way they cite their outside sources. 

 

1. Another way in which freedom is limited is through emotion.  In Spence’s essay, he mentions that 

people are afraid of loneliness, rejection, as well as others.  Because of this, society can not be free, 

because they are bound to relationships, and conformity.  As a result their freedom is limited. 

 This author says that he is taking an idea from Spence's essay, but he paraphrases the author's 

idea so loosely that it's impossible to tell where Spence's ideas end and the author's begin.  Does Spence 

simply say that people are afraid, or does he also say that this is why people can't be free?  This author 

needs to phrase his citation more precisely, and also needs a parenthetical notation to show where the 

citation ends. 

 

2. The teachers I have always learned the most from were the ones who gave us examples of real life 

experiences related to the subject.  “If teachers do not have the time, wit, or incentive to provide that, if 

students are too demoralized, bored, or distracted to muster the attention their teachers need of them, 

then that is the educational problem which has to be solved....  Defaulting to the computer is not a 

solution” (Roszak 283).  Unfortunately, the art of teaching will be lost as more and more teachers inhibit 

the development of their teaching skills by depending on computers and the Internet to do their teaching 

for them. 

 This author doesn't explain how the quote from Roszak applies to her statements, which means 

that the quote isn't adding anything to her point.  If you took out the quote altogether, this point would 

make just as much sense and be just as persuasive. 

 

3.  A prime example of written tests that are relied upon in almost every higher education school, are the 

SAT and ACT.  Either of these two tests are mandatory before you can be accepted into nearly any 

college.  As in the Meijer and Schwartz essay, ‘High standards are set for students.  Students must 

clearly exhibit mastery over their schoolwork.”  (290).  The SAT and ACT are prime examples of 

mastering your schoolwork. 

 The quote from Meijer and Schwartz that this author has chosen is so neutral that doesn't add 

anything to the author's point.  So what if high standards are set for students?  How is this a good or a 



bad thing?  How does it relate to an argument about standardized tests?  This author should have 

chosen a quote from Meijer and Schwartz that either expresses their opinion more clearly or provided 

solid facts that would help support the author's ideas. 

 

4.  How can labeling and forcing students to learn that government is good promote freedom?  Students 

aren’t even allowed to learn what they choose.  As John Gatto points out, “the fifth lesson I teach is 

intellectual dependency.” (Gatto 169).  The ideas students learn are spoon-fed to them. 

 This quote from Gatto is actually too specific.  It's not clear from this context what Gatto's idea 

of intellectual dependency is or how it relates to the author's complaint about labeling students.  This 

quote needs to be expanded, so that Gatto's idea is clear, and the author needs to add a sentence to two 

clearly explaining how Gatto's point relates to his own. 

 

5.  Seeing pictures (visualization), and hands-on approaches that computers involve have revolutionized 

teaching.  With these techniques more diverse types of learners can be included and have an easier time 

receiving and retaining new information that is taught to them.  In the essay by Roszak he makes the 

statement “thinking is indeed a matter of information processing, and therefore without a computer no 

thinking can be done at all.” (281).  But with all the studies being done around the world, discovering 

new types of learners, computers are more of an aide rather than a detraction. 

 This author has made several of the errors seen above.  The quote he has chosen is too short to 

demonstrate Roszak's point.  Why does Roszak believe that computers prevent thinking?  Also, it's not 

clear how this quote applies to the author's ideas.  He seems to be disagreeing with Roszak, but how do 

the author's statements about different types of learners contrast with Roszak's point? 

 More importantly, though, this author hasn't supplied any of the necessary factual evidence to 

support his statements.  What kinds of "diverse learners" have been helped by computers?  Where are 

these "studies being done around the world?"  If anything, the quote from Roszak takes the place of the 

real evidence that this author should have provided. 

 


